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At a Meeting for Sufferings of New-Tork Yearly Meeting, held at 
Poplar Ridge, in Cayuga Co., N. T., 1st month, 11th, 1855, a Friend 
produced an essay entitled, ^An Appeal to Honest Inqairers^'^ embrac- 
ing a brief historical account of the causes which haye led to the sepa- 
rations within the limits of New-York and New-England Yearly Meet- 
ings, which was read and weightily considered, and the Meeting uniting 
therewith, directed that it should be printed for general circulation. 

Taken from the Minutes, 

James D. Otis, Clerk. 

2d mo. 8, 1855. 



AN APPEAL 



TO HONEST IHaVIBBSS. 



Haying been led to contemplate the present condition 
of the different bodies, calling themselves the Society of 
Friends, it seemed proper a little to review the circum- 
stances which have led to the existence of the three So- 
cieties, holding separate Yearly Meetings, claiming this 
name, in the State of New York, that the honest inquirer 
after truth may have an opportunity of arriving at a satis- 
factory knowledge in regard to which body is rightly 
entitled to the appellation of Friends, or be placed in a 
situation by reference to published documents, of availing 
himself of the necessary information, in order to form a 
correct conclusion. In attempting this task, we have no 
desire to raise invidious distinctions between these bodies, 
knowing that if any through obedience and a lowly Chris- 
tian walk have been given to see doctrines of a wasting 
and destructive character taking root amongst them, and 
have acted according to the pointing of best wisdom to 
preserve the Church in its pristine purity, no room will 
be left for boasting, but humble thankfulness will arise on 
their part, and an ardent desire be ever prevalent, that all 
whom they once considered their brethren in religious fel- 
lowship, might be drawn from the snares of the great ene- 
my to our prosperity and eternal happiness, and have the 



eye of the mind opened to see the beauty and sustaining 
virtue there are in the doctrines of the unchangeable 
truth, and the perplexity and confusion always attending 
a departure from them. 

In this brief examination into the causes of disunity, 
and separation in the Society of Friends, we have no in- 
tention of stating anything unfairly, of laying greater stress 
upon a single point than it will bear, or of giving a color- 
ing to any action which is not real, or in accordance with 
the truth. 

It appears by published documents, that prior to the year 
1827, Elias Hicks had given much concern to many ex- 
ercised Friends, by expressions of belief, tending to de- 
stroy that full acknowledgment in the divinity of our Liord 
and Savior, JesUs Christ, and His atoning sacrifice for sin 
by submitting to the ignominious death of the cross, that 
had been always held by our Society ; and also his disbe- 
lief in the occurrence of many historical events, recorded 
in tlie Scriptures of truth, asserting that the different parts 
did not correspond one with another ; which had the effect 
of impairing confidence in the sacred writings, and esteem 
for them, at the same time that he endeavored to turn the 
minds of the people from the full and clear view set forth 
therein, respecting the miraculous conception of the only 
begotten Son of God, the plenitude of Divine Power in 
the Messiah, his cruel death for our iniquities, his resur- 
rection and ascension to glory ; who gave himself a ran- 
som for our redemption, and by whose sufferings we are 
placed in a greater capacity for that knowledge which is 
inwardly revealed, so that according to this doctrine, the 
Savior of those who will come unto Him is denied, who 
declared that He came that we might have life, and that 
more abundantly. 
For these errors in doctrine, and discrepancies of belief, 



he was labored with by concerned Friends of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting, some of whom were disowned in conse- 
quence of their faithfulness, through the influence of some 
of his friends : finding, however, that these peculiar views 
could not be sustained against the judgment of the larger 
portion of the members in that Yearly Meeting, those who 
adhered to him withdrew from the body and established a 
separate Yearly Meeting in 1827 : thus a new Society wag 
formed, entirely characterized by the diflFerent doctrines 
which they detached themselves to maintain, considering 
them " soimd and edifying," while those who contended 
for the ancient principles of the Society, regarded them as 
*<unsound and spurious." Hence the sect arose distinguish- 
ed by the term Hicksite.* 

At the next annual gathering of Friends in New York, 
as the greater part of the members then convened persist- 
ed in acknowledging the new Society in Philadelphia, that 
portion of the meeting, whose peace consisted in uphold- 
ing the original faith, had no alternative but to withdraw 
and thus endeavor to maintain the truth, unmixed as they 
considered, with the dangerous innovations of the day, 
leaving those who remained in immediate intercourse with 
the seceders from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends, 
and fully identified with the doctrines whereby they were 
distinguished. In this manner a second Society sprang 
up, calling itself a Yearly Meeting, and passing imder the 
cognomen of Friends, within the limits of New York. 

A few years after this trouble, another presented itself, 
in that division known by the appellation of orthodox, 
similar in many of its features to the one above exhibited. 
Joseph John Gurney had for many years given much un- 
easiness to divers Friends, in his writings, by putting forth 
doctrines new to the Society, and inculcating a different 

*See Foster's Reports. 



riew in reference to certain passages of Scriptore, tending 
to remore that spiritoal acceptation of them, erer held by 
the Society of Friends, as applicaUe to erery individual, 
placing greater stress on the Scriptnres as the mle of faith 
and practice, than the members have ever considered safe, 
thus weakening that fnll and adequate dependence upon 
the word of life, which is said to be •* nigh thee, even in 
thy mouth and in thy heart," a swift witness against ev- 
ery species of iniquity ; an attention to which Power in- 
wardly revealed, through the regenerating operations of 
the Holy Spirit, is altogether needful for our sanctification, 
justification and redemption, that we may stand in a state 
of acceptance with our Creator, and be enabled to do the 
first works, lest our candlestick be removed out of its place ; 
before the blessed Spirit of Christ be taken from us, a 
measure of which shines in every heart, while the day of 
our visitation is mercifully extended. 

In consequence of outward views on those important 
points of Scripture^ which, rightly understood, have long 
signalized us, as a peculiar people, being our most prom- 
inent doctrinal marks from other denominations of pro- 
fessing Christians,* he was frequently labored with by 
many Friends, not a few of whom were unremitting in 
their endeavors to disclose the danger from these depart- 
ures, and to show that unless stayed, they must inevitably 
prove the downfall of the true Society of Friends, or re- 
sult in another separation from its acknowledged doctrines r 
among this number John Wilbur acted according to our 
belief as a faithful watchman upon the walls of Zion, giv- 
ing the alarm at the approach of those attempts to change 
the vital principles of our holy profession to a greater con- 
formity with the tenets of other sects. For thus endeav- 



* See appeal fbr the ancient doctrines, published by Philadelphia Tearly 
Meeting, hi 1847. 



oring to place Friends on their guard, having labored with 
the author of those defections, he was, through the insti- 
gation of the prevailing part in New England Yearly Meet- 
ing, cut off from the Society in an irregular manner, by 
Greenwich Monthly Meeting, to which South Kingston 
Monthly Meeting (of which J. W. was a member,) had 
been attached by Rhode Island Quarter, evidently for th» 
purpose of effecting his disownment, as it could not be 
brought about by the Monthly Meeting to which he belong- 
ed, 710 complaint of any importance being sustained against 
him by its members. 

After this occurrence, a committee of Rhode Island 
Cluarterly Meeting, attended Swanzea Monthly Meeting, 
where for some time a difference had existed between the 
members, on account of the same defective doctrines. At 
this meeting, before the opening minute or any communi- 
cation from the duarterly Meeting had been read, although 
the regular clerk had taken his seat at the table, a new 
clerk was proposed by one not a member of that meeting, 
and united with by others of the same class and a portion 
of their own members, who, after the opening minute had 
been read and some other business transacted, by the reg- 
ular clerk, also attempted to take up and transact business 
after he and those sustaining him had adjourned. The only 
rightly authorized clerk by appointment went through 
with the business of Swanzea Monthly Meeting in the 
usual manner. It seems that Rhode Island duarterly 
Meeting divided, one portion acknowledging the legiti- 
mate Monthly Meeting, and the other division recognizing 
that part appointing the new clerk and acting in conjunc- 
tion with him. In reference to those proceedings, in a 
report of the Meeting for Sufferings adopted by Philadel- 
phia Yearly Meeting in 1849, we find this conclusion. — 
" To us, therefore, it appears clear, that the meeting which 
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with its old clerk at the table proceeded in the transaction 
of its business, after the others had adjourned, in no way 
lost its standing as Swanzea Monthly Meeting, and that 
the others separated from it, and that those who in Rhode 
Island duarterly Meeting received the report from the 
latter, suid rejected that from the former, identified them- 
aelves with the separate meeting/'^ When the respective 
accoimts of those two bodies reached the Yearly Meeting, 
a separation also occurred, one portion recognized Uiat 
division which acknowledged the true Monthly Meeting 
at Swanzea, and thus maintained its identity, as the legit- 
imate Yearly Meeting of Friends for New England, while 
much the larger body united in fellowship with the other 
part of the duarterly Meeting, which was connected with 
the new Monthly Meeting at Swamzea, and of course were 
as much implicated in the errors of practice in endeavor- 
ing to shelter unsound doctrine, as that portion of the 
Monthly Meeting itself.* 

Thus there became two bodies in New England, each 
claiming to be Friends. From a candid perusal of the 
writings, emanating from both these meetings, many mem- 
bers throughout the Society, believe the smaller body to 
be the ancient Yearly Meeting of Friends, having been 
subjected in various ways to oppressive and unjust pro- 
ceedings by the larger portion of that yearly Meeting, in 
consequence of their testimony in conformity with their 
own discipline, against unsound doctrines which were ad- 
vocated by members of the Society. 

The Yearly Meeting in New York city, known by the 
term Orthodox, in distinction from that of Hicksite, iden- 
tified itself with the larger body by adopting an epistolary 
intercourse with them, and by other acts, at the same time 



* For a farther explanation of matters relative to those proceedings, see 
the aforesaid Report. 



entirely discarding any recognition of the smaller bodyi — 
By this identity it fully endorsed the proceedings of those 
seceders from the Society, becoming a part and parcel 
with them, and it also endeavored to enforce the same con- 
nection upon its subordinate meetings. As the yearly 
meeting was not sustained on the original ground by any 
withdrawing in that capacity from those who controlled 
the action of it, contrary to most parallel cases during the 
Hicksite separation, when the ruling part persisted in ac- 
knowledging the new Yearly Meeting in Philadelphia, it 
remained incumbent upon subordinate meetings and even 
individuals who are sound in the faith, at a proper time 
and in a right manner to do so, in the preservation of the 
invaluable principles of truth, as set forth by Fox, Penn, 
Barclay and others in that awakening day. 

Pursuant to this belief a portion withdrew in Scipio 
Preparative Meeting, and other Friends joining them in a 
neighboring meeting, they were enabled to continue the 
Monthly Meeting. Soon after this occurrence, Hector 
Monthly Meeting was sustained in support of the ancient 
doctrines ; which two Monthly Meetings were sufficient 
to keep up Scipio Quarterly Meeting. Subsequently a 
considerable number, after a season of much oppression 
and suffering for their adherence to the ancient principles 
and order of our religious Society, and their opposition to 
the innovations upon them, were strengthened to come 
out of the mixture in Ferrisburg Quarterly Meeting, and 
sustain that meeting in accordance with the original design 
in its establishment. 

In the year 1863, Ferrisburg and Scipiounited in sus- 
taining the Yearly Meeting of New York, * which is now 
held on Poplar Ridge in Cayuga County, in consequence 



*For further particulars in relation to the manner in which these meet- 
ings proceeded, see the several documents which they have pnhlished. 
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of its convenient situation, the meeting house in New- 
York city where friends have annually assembled for years 
past, being occupied by those who have allied themselves 
with the larger body in New England : in this capacity 
we are now acknowledged by the legitimate Yearly Meet- 
ing of New England, and have resinned an epistolary in- 
tercourse with them. 

Hence, the true Society of Friends, as we believe in New 
York, after being mercifully enabled to withstand two re- 
markable probations, has been still sustained through Divine 
goodness, though reduced comparatively to a state of 
infancy, being small and inconsiderable in its outward ap- 
pearance, but possessing an unshaken confidence that He 
who rules every earthly power, how great soever, will yet 
be mindful of the little and the lowly who seek to follow 
Him in the sincerity of the heart, in the path of regene- 
ration. May those who depend on their number and sup- 
posed strength, be admonished to bow their heads in the 
day time to His holy will and instruction, remembering 
that the sturdy oaks of the forest, which appear to rear 
themselves in great strength, are uprooted and overthrown, 
while the slender plants, having but little might of their 
own, and bowing before the rain, are only strengthened 
and invigorated by the same storm which proves destruc- 
tive to the unyielding oaks of Bashan. 

Our proceedings have been objected to, because they 
are said to be out of order, and our Yearly Meeting not 
sustained according to discipline. To these objections we 
say, no order exists to meet the exigencies of the present 
condition of society, and that discipline does not contem- 
plate any other state than the general soundness and con- 
sistency of the different meetings. It perhaps might be 
said with as much propriety, that New York Yearly Meet- 
ing in 1828, when it withdrew from the mixture, was not 
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set up according to order , discipline or the usage of socie- 
ty ; no discipline could provide for such a state of general 
defection from our established faith, neither can it in the 
state of society now under consideration. 

It was no ill feeling to any individuals who continued 
in connection with the Yearly Meeting after its recogni- 
tion of the larger body in New England, which induced 
us to take the only course that seemed safe and proper, 
but a fear to consult with fleshly reasonings in a case of 
such magnitude in our view, remembering the declaration 
of our blessed Lord while personally on the earth : " He 
that loveth father or mother more than me, is not worthy 
of me : and he that loveth son or daughter more than me, 
is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross, 
and foUoweth after me, is not worthv of me. He that 
findeth his life shall lose it : and he that loseth his life 
for my sake, shall find it." — Matt. 10. 37-39th vr. De- 
siring above all things to adopt that important resolution 
of Joshua, when he gave the people their choice of ser- 
ving other Gods, "but as for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord" — Joshua 24 j 15; on the contrary, it 
was from a firm conviction that if we continued a constit- 
uent part of the Yearly Meeting, held in New York 
city, after its identity with the larger body in New Eng- 
land, which owed its peculiar position to actions in di- 
rect violation of right order and discipline in the support 
of unsound principles ; and this to the exclusion of the 
sound part ; that we ourselves must intimately participate 
in these errors ; in like manner that the Orthodox part of 
the meeting in 1828, had they not withdrawn, must have 
been considered to countenance and uphold the seceders 
from Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, which, the Hicksite 
portion, being the larger number, persisted in acknowled- 
ging. 
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We see that a desire has prevailed, to swerve from the 
ancient principles of the Society, amongst the leading mem- 
bers in both these ruptures, by advancing views at vari- 
ance with them, and oppressing faithful Friends who 
earnestly contended fof^the one eternal faith, till two large 
secessions from the doctrines of the Society have been 
produced ; of whom it might be said as of some formerly : 
" They went out from us ; but they were not of us ; for 
if they had been of us, they would no doubt have con- 
tinued with us : but they went out, that they might be 
made manifest that they were not all of us." — 1st. John, 
2 chap., 19 vr. No doubt, in both instances, carrying 
with them some who did not intend to give their strength in 
the furtherance of unsoundness, but in this, were deceived 
by plausible arguments, not sufficiently we fear, in many 
cases, endeavoring, under best guidance, to weigh, consider 
and examine for themselves. 

One conspicuous feature amongst those favorable to the 
larger body in New England, as well as the Hicksite sece- 
ders formerly, are the eflForts made to discourage the peru- 
sal of publications appertaining to the causes of difference, 
denouncing them as seditious, calculated to deceive and 
beguile into an evil path. This reluctance to a fair and 
impartial investigation, forcibly reminds us of the argu- 
ments used by the adversaries of Friends when they first 
became a people, to dissuade all persons from reading their 
books, inveighing against them as seditious, and possessing 
an imminently dangerous tendency. Our views are very 
different from these : we would advise all tender, seeking 
minds, people of this class, feeling near and precious to 
us, candidly and without prejudice, to endeavor to inform 
themselves by a persual of the publications now circulating 
in regard to the state of things and the ground of differ- 
ence, and to desire, under the direction of the Great Head 
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of the Church, to come to such a conclusion as may re- 
sult in the peace of their own minds, and a settlement in 
the Truth. 

In conclusion, it may be proper to remind all, that an 
admission of sound doctrine will not avail anything, un- 
less the heart is subdued and wrought upon by yielding 
to the efficacious power of divine grace, and softened by 
" that holy anointing which is truth and is no lie ; " unless 
there is the impress of the cross of our blessed Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ upon our actions and daily walks, 
and a lively engagement maintained to be taught of the 
Lord and to follow in the path He designs for us, that our 
lives may indeed be a sacrifice, well pleasing in His Holy 
sight. Oh ! that the heart renewing work, might more 
and more prevail in the Society and amongst those not 
within its pale, remembering that this solemn truth re- 
mains awfully impressive and ever unchangeable, that 
"unless ye are regenerated and born again, ye cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." To this the principles 
of true Quakerism lead, and we consider all doctrines 
diverging from it dangerous, seductive and eminently cal- 
culated to entangle the feet of the unwary, and to lead 
away from life and salvation. Where tenets of a more 
compromising kind are cherished within any Society pro- 
fessing Quakerism, it cannot prosper : the elements of de- 
cay are already in its midst, and the members are observed 
to be rapidly losing even their religious exterior, and to be 
gradually sinking into the spirit and appearance of the 
world. 
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